- « |H-Net

* % | is a network of organizations of hematology,
education and IT that aims to promote the
harmonization of training in hematology in Europe.

The history

In 2005, the harmonization of training in hematology was already in the minds of a large number
of national and international hematology organizations, when they jointly developed the European
Hematology Curriculum Passport in the so-called ECAH project. Many of these organizations are
now cooperating in the H-Net project. The Passport is a booklet designed for hematologists in
training and lists the areas within the specialty. Trainees can tick off these areas by indicating the
level they mastered, ranging from awareness to competence. The trainee’s mentor confirms
completion of each area with a signature. The ECAH partnership, which included most European
national societies of hematology, recommended to which degree these areas should be mastered
at the end of the specialist training. This recommendation is the starting point of the H-Net
project.

The map

H-Net will survey recently graduated hematologists whose levels of competence will be compared
to the Passport recommendation. This will yield two results. First, it should allow the Passport to
be used in a real-life setting and raise awareness of the validity of the recommendations. Most
likely, this will lead to a revision of some of its contents. Second, it will reveal variation in
competences within the European hematological community and produce “the competence map
of European hematology”. These results will enable future decision making to be based on fact
rather than assumption.

The empowerment

It is up to the individual and the individual national society to decide whether identified gaps of
competence need to be addressed or not — naturally, differences in how hematology is organized
in different countries will influence this decision. Based on the survey results and consequent
decisions H-Net will modify existing educational tools and develop new ones to target
competence gaps. Individuals, institutions, or nations may then choose to make use of these
tools or develop tools of their own. Thus, the approach of H-Net to reach harmonization is
decidedly bottom-up and in line with the open method of coordination of the Lisbon Strategy.

The network

H-Net will allow individual hematologists and hematological organizations to create profiles (not
unlike LinkedIn or MySpace) in the Hematology Portfolio. Again, the Passport will be utilized, this
time to establish individual competence gaps. The Portfolio will link these to training opportunities
supplied by organizations and proposed by colleagues. The Hematology Portfolio is unique in its
potential to grow into the professional network of hematologists throughout Europe.

The policy

H-Net will facilitate an open discussion between hematologists, educators, and national and
European policy decision makers. The main focus of the debate will be the question whether and
how national and international authorities can commit to the harmonization of the European
hematology curriculum. In addition, these policy activities will give hematology political exposure
at the European level.
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The partners

European Hematology Association

European School of Haematology

Uppsala University / Uppsala Learning Lab

University of Liverpool / The Centre for Lifelong Learning
British Society for Haematology

Turkish Society of Hematology

Norwegian society for Hematology

Dutch Society of Haematology

Danish Society of Hematology

Czech Haematology Society

Bulgarian Society of Clinical and Transfusion Haematology
Belgian Haematological Society

French Society of Haematology

Swedish Society of Haematology

Italian Society of Hematology

Spanish Society of Hematology and Hemotherapy
Slovak Society of Hematology and Transfusiology of Slovak Medical Association
Portuguese Society of Hematology

Romanian Society of Hematology

Polish Society of Hematology and Transfusion Medicine
Hellenic Society of Hematology

Estonian Society of Hematology

Hungarian Society of Hematology and Transfusiology
Haematology Association of Ireland

German Society of Hematology and Oncology

Austrian Society of Hematology and Oncology

- ) "'__ R Disclaimer: This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This
L. publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held
Leonardo da Vinei responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.



